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individuals, equipping women with the 
resources they need to make an in-
formed decision about their pregnancy. 

From pregnancy counseling to post-
abortion recovery services, Care Net of-
fers a wide range of support and assist-
ance to women considering this life- 
changing, difficult decision. 

During an emotional and challenging 
time, Care Net staff provides an unpar-
alleled level of compassion, support, 
and dedication to the women and men 
they serve. 

Care Net continues to lead the way in 
the mission to protect the sanctity of 
life, helping to save the lives of thou-
sands of unborn children each year. 

It is an honor to stand here today to 
recognize Care Net’s service to our 
community and its unwavering com-
mitment to future generations. 
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COMMENDING THE OFFICE OF 
MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET FOR 
THEIR ATTENTION TO 
WILDFIRES IN THE WEST 
(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I wish 
to commend this evening the Office of 
Management and Budget and Mr. 
Mulvaney for the special attention 
they are taking to the wildfire situa-
tion we have in this country, especially 
in the West. 

They have put forward a request for 
$576 million additional funding for fire 
suppression, but even more impor-
tantly is to get at the root of the prob-
lem with better forest management 
that will make sense and make a dif-
ference over the coming years of get-
ting rid of the fuel, getting the fuel out 
of the forest that is so much of the 
problem, with millions and millions of 
dead trees, brush, and all the other 
hazards that cause wildfires, that are 
going to happen anyway, to become 
catastrophic fires. 

So OMB calling for these reforms 
that we have been talking about, me 
and my colleagues, for a long time is 
really a good sign that this administra-
tion wants to get serious about cutting 
way back on the wildfires and the se-
vere damage to air quality, habitat, 
wildlife, and the asset the American 
people own, that they are serious about 
it. 
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YOU HAVE EARNED YOUR REST 
CORPORAL MICHAEL PAUL MID-
DLEBROOK 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for half 
the remaining time until 10 p.m. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
to the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr. 
HIGGINS), my friend. 

Mr. HIGGINS of Louisiana. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank my colleague for 
yielding to me. 

On October 1 of this year, less than 
one week ago, my brother of the thin 
blue line, Corporal Michael Paul Mid-
dlebrook, a nine-year veteran of the 
Lafayette Police Department, was 
killed in the line of duty while respond-
ing to a ‘‘shots fired’’ call at a local 
convenience store. 

Corporal Middlebrook is survived by 
his wife, three daughters, and his par-
ents. During his tenure at the Lafay-
ette Police Department, Corporal Mid-
dlebrook accumulated seven letters of 
commendation for acts of bravery and 
outstanding police work. 

Michael understood that his job as a 
cop began with an oath. And that oath 
was not to a chief or a sheriff or a mar-
shal. It was an oath of allegiance to the 
constitutional principles that his badge 
represents. Corporal Michael Middle-
brook recognized unwaveringly the 
civil constitutional rights of the citi-
zens he had sworn to protect and de-
fend and serve. 

In March of this year, Michael was 
awarded the highly prestigious Heart 
of Law Enforcement Award by the na-
tional nonprofit group Beyond the 
Badge. During the ceremony, Corporal 
Middlebrook was recognized by Louisi-
ana’s Governor and was presented a 
commemorative State flag. This award 
was given to recognize Corporal 
Middlebrook’s ongoing contributions to 
the low-income community that he pa-
trolled. 

Michael regularly took donated food 
items from local convenience stores 
and distributed the food to the home-
less and less fortunate. Michael also 
collected clothing on his off time and 
delivered the clothing to poor souls he 
encountered during his shift deep in 
the night while the world slept. 

In the last 6 months alone, Corporal 
Michael Middlebrook was recognized 
for having saved a person’s life by plac-
ing himself between the victim and the 
knife-wielding suspect, and for single- 
handedly apprehending an armed rob-
bery suspect seconds after the 911 call 
was placed. 

Corporal Middlebrook’s chief, my 
friend and brother, Chief Toby 
Aguillard, provided this quote: ‘‘For 
many in our community, Corporal Mid-
dlebrook was a spearhead that brought 
them to justice. For many others, Cor-
poral Middlebrook was a cradle of com-
passion. He was an officer’s officer, 
loved and respected by his peers. The 
void he leaves in our department, in 
our community, in our hearts will be 
felt for generations. He will never be 
forgotten.’’ 

That quote was from Michael’s chief. 
Brother Michael, you have earned 

your rest. Your watch has ended. We 
have got it from here. The thin blue 
line will never forget your service. We 
shall always honor your memory, and 
we shall watch over your family. 

May our Saviour bless your ascen-
sion, and may He hold your loved ones 
close to His own heart. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
for yielding to me. 

HOW DID WE GET HERE? 
Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, when 

someone with the service of my friend 
from Louisiana, Mr. HIGGINS, pays trib-
ute, you know it is somebody worthy, 
because my friend from Louisiana 
served with distinction in the United 
States Army, wearing the uniform of 
this country. He served as a law en-
forcement officer. He knows about 
serving, protecting others, and a will-
ingness to lay down his life for others. 

It has been deeply touching to have 
seen accounts of what is going on in 
Las Vegas. To understand what I have 
seen in my years as a prosecutor, 
judge, and chief justice, when everyone 
is running away from the sound of a 
gun, first responders and law officers 
are running into harm’s way to help 
and protect others. 

It was Jesus who said, ‘‘Greater love 
has no one than this, that a man lay 
down his life for his friends.’’ 

Those who wear the uniform, as my 
friend has, of law officer and in the 
military, they know what that means. 
My 4 years in Active Duty in the Army, 
we were not in combat, but Jesus was 
right. 

There were so many there in Las 
Vegas that put their own lives on the 
line for the sake of the lives of others. 

There are others that couldn’t wait 
to rush to a microphone to demand: 
Gun control, gun control. 

I am waiting for them to rush to the 
mic and scream: Knife control, knife 
control. 

Or after a van is used as the weapon: 
Van control, van control. 

What is clear is we need to look at 
the real causation, whether it is ma-
chetes being used to torture and kill 
800,000 precious humans in Africa, 
whether it is knives, whether it is am-
monium nitrate. People with evil in 
their hearts are going to find a way to 
wreak havoc. 

We know that without a gun being 
used, the biggest—worst tragedy and 
loss of life attack was on 9/11 in 2001. I 
don’t believe there was a gun used in 
the whole process, yet it was a worse 
loss of American life than at Pearl Har-
bor. 

You have got to look at what is in 
the heart, what’s causing it. If they are 
going to use knives, if they are going 
to use planes, if they are going to use 
vehicles, yeah, we need to protect our-
selves, but we need to look at what is 
in the heart. 

I know the sheriff said the shooter 
may have been radicalized. We don’t 
know yet. We know there was a trip to 
the Philippines. 

I am very proud to have met out in 
the jungles of the southern Philippines 
with some of our special forces. Amaz-
ing. Some of the best America has to 
offer, and they were out in the jungles 
teaching the Filipino soldiers, the best 
that the Philippines had, how to go 
after the radicalized Islamists in the 
southern Philippines. 

But we don’t know if this man with 
evil in his heart had been radicalized. 
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